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DETAILED ACTION 

Prosecution History Summary 

• Claims 1-25 are pending in the instant application. 

• Claims 1 , 3 and 19 were amended per the applicant's response filed 3/7/2006. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-25 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The Applicant argues that Boyden does not disclose the step of inputting vehicle 
information and letting the system server determine an adjusted floor price for the 
vehicle based upon the vehicle information. 

The Examiner notes, Boyden discloses a seller work-list web page 200a 
displayed at a seller system. The work-list page 200a is sent from the auction server 
system 102 in response to a request from a seller system to add a vehicle to the 
auction. The work-list page 200a can contain an input section 202, which includes a 
link to create a record for a new vehicle to be added to the list 201 (Boyden: paragraph 
0030). FIG. 2B illustrates an example of a vehicle worksheet page 200b that is similar 
to a worksheet for creating a record for a new vehicle to be added to the list 201. The 
vehicle worksheet 200b includes a data input section 214 having a number of links 215 
for inputting data regarding a specific vehicle. The links 215 can also include optional 
links for modifying the vehicle configuration, modifying a condition report on the vehicle, 
selecting pictures for the vehicle, and releasing the vehicle for the auction. Figs 2D and 
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2E illustrate a condition report page 200d that identifies the specific data in the 
database of the auction server system for a vehicle and provides a plurality of additional 
fields for inputting data regarding the condition of the vehicle. The condition report 200d 
can also include a button 223 for adding the data in the fields 218-220 to a data-record 
for the vehicle. When the seller actuates the button 223, the seller system sends the 
data entered in the fields 218-220 to a database in the auction server system (e.g., a 
temporary file database). The invention validates the data entered by the seller 
establishing a standardized nomenclature for the data, and provides pricing from 
different valuation services (Boyden: paragraph 0038). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Berent (U.S. Patent No. 6,006,201) in view of Boyden (U.S. Patent Application 

Publication No. 2003/0036964 A1). 

Referring to claim 1 . Berent discloses a method for the resale of vehicles 
comprising the steps of: 

• Downloading auction data for a plurality of auctions from a third party database 
(Berent: column 6, lines 27-42, "As described on FIG. 2A, the Sale Calendar 
application allows the user to view and print sale (motor vehicle auction) dates 
and sale locations. The inventory to be sold at each listed motor vehicle auction 
is also available through this application, including a brief description of the 
vehicles and equipment information for each of the vehicles."); 

• Storing said downloaded auction data in a system server, said auction data 
corresponding to a schedule of auctions for resale of vehicles (Berent: column 6, 
lines 27-42, "Sale Calendar"); 

• Providing access to said system server by way of a network (Berent: Fig. 1); 

• Allowing a user to access said system server to consign a vehicle to one of said 
plurality of auctions (Berent: column 11, lines 24-31, "Dealer Direct"); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/602,896 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3625 

• Notifying said one auction of said vehicle consigned to said one auction by way 

of said network (Berent: column 11, lines 38-49 and Fig. 1). 

Berent does not expressly disclose providing access to said system server by 
way of a web site . Boyden discloses providing access to a system server by way of a 
web site (Boyden: Fig. 1, "Internet"). At the time the invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the system of 
Berent to have included the teachings of Boyden in order to conduct electronic 
commerce utilizing a standardized networking technique for exchanging information 
(Boyden: paragraph 0004). 

Referring to claim 2 . Berent further discloses a method comprising the step of 
inputting vehicle information about said vehicle (Berent: column 11, lines 25-31). Berent 
does not expressly disclose the steps of the system server determining an adjusted 
floor price for said vehicle based upon said vehicle information; and transmitting said 
adjusted floor price to said auction. Berent teaches that a minimum sale price (the 
"Floor Price") is established by the client prior to the vehicle being offered for sale. 

Boyden discloses the steps of the system server determining an adjusted floor 
price for said vehicle based upon said vehicle information (Berent: paragraph 0031 to 
paragraph 0034 and paragraph 0038); and transmitting said adjusted floor price to said 
auction (Berent: paragraph 0031 to paragraph 0034 and paragraph 0038). At the time 
the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to have modified the system of Berent to have included the teachings of Boyden in 
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order to accurately access the value for presenting used vehicles for sale at an 
electronic auction (Boyden: paragraph 0002). 

Referring to claim 3 . Berent in view of Boyden discloses a method according to 
claim 2 as indicated supra. Berent further discloses a method wherein said vehicle 
information includes a vehicle identifier corresponding to the vehicle to be consigned 
(Berent: Fig. 10, "Define Search Criteria - Allows selections by YR, make, model, 
mileage, VIN , location, title state, cite, client unit number"). 

Boyden discloses a method comprising the steps of: 

• Said server utilizing said vehicle identifier to gather vehicle information regarding 
said vehicle at time of manufacture to determine a minimum value (Boyden: Fig. 
2A "VIN"); 

• Said server prompting said user to add status information corresponding to 
changes in status of said vehicle since manufacture of said vehicle (Boyden: Fig. 
2d, "Frame Damage" and "Odometer Tampered"); 

• Said server calculating an adjusted floor price for said vehicle at auction based 
upon said vehicle information and said change in status information (Boyden: 
paragraph 0031 to paragraph 0034 and paragraph 0038); 

• Forwarding said adjusted floor price to said auction when submitting 
consignment of said vehicle (Boyden: paragraph 0031 to paragraph 0034 and 
paragraph 0038). 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the system of Berent to have included the 
teachings of Boyden in order to accurately access the value for presenting used 
vehicles for sale at an electronic auction (Boyden: paragraph 0002). 

Referring to claim 4 . Berent further discloses a method wherein said vehicle 
identifier is a Vehicle Identification Number (Berent: Fig. 10, "Define Search Criteria - 
Allows selections by YR, make, model, mileage, VIN , location, title state, cite, client unit 
number"). 

Referring to claim 5 . Berent further discloses a method further comprising the 
step of mapping said Vehicle Identification Number to a Universal Vehicle Code to 
obtain the vehicle information (Berent: Fig. 7B). 

Referring to claim 6 . Berent in view of Boyden discloses a method according to 
claim 3 as indicated supra. Boyden further discloses a method wherein said status 
information includes a vehicle mileage (Boyden: FIG 2C). 

Referring to claim 7 . Berent in view of Boyden discloses a method according to 
claim 3 as indicated supra. Boyden further discloses a method wherein said status 
information includes a repair history of the vehicle (Boyden: FIG 2D, "Damages"). 
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Referring to claim 8 . Berent in view of Boyden discloses a method according to 
claim 3 as indicated supra. Boyden further discloses a method wherein said status 
information includes upgraded information corresponding to accessories added to the 
vehicle since manufacture (Boyden: FIG 2D, "Comments"). 

Referring to claim 9 . Berent further discloses a method comprising the step of 
notifying a transportation facility for transporting said consigned vehicle to said selected 
auction in response to receipt of the submission of consignment of the vehicle at the 
web site (Berent: column 9, lines 24-28). 

Referring to claim 10 . Berent further discloses a method comprising the step of 
auctioning the vehicle (Berent: column 9, lines 24-35). 

Referring to claim 1 1 . Berent further discloses a method comprising the step of 
said auction providing an auction result to said server and said server storing said 
auction result and providing access to said auction result by displaying a results report 
via a network (Berent: column 10, lines 40-54). Berent does not expressly disclose 
providing an auction result at a web site . Boyden discloses providing an auction result 
at a web site (Boyden: Fig. 3j). At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the system of Berent to 
have included the teachings of Boyden in order to conduct electronic commerce utilizing 
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a standardized networking technique for exchanging information (Boyden: paragraph 
0004). 

Referring to claim 12 . Berent in view of Boyden discloses a method according to 
claim 3 as indicated supra. Boyden further discloses a method wherein said server 
calculates said minimum value utilizing black book data (Boyden: paragraph 0038). 

Referring to claim 13 . Berent in view of Boyden discloses a method according to 
claim 12 as indicated supra. Boyden further discloses a method wherein said black 
book data is obtained by said server from a third party data source (Boyden: paragraph 
0038). 

Referring to claim 14 . Berent further discloses a method wherein said auction 
data is periodically updated (Berent: column 9, line 56 to column 10, line 8). 

Referring to claim 15 . Berent in view of Boyden discloses a method according to 
claim 12 as indicated supra. Boyden further discloses a method wherein said black 
book data is periodically updated (at least Boyden: FIG 3D, "Central May-June 2000"). 



Referring to claim 16 . Berent further discloses a method wherein said results 
includes the price at which the consigned vehicle was sold (Berent: column 10, lines 40- 
54). 
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Referring to claim 17 . Berent further discloses a method comprising the step of 
providing access to a dealer report via a network (Berent: column 1, lines 56-67). 
Berent does not expressly disclose providing access to a dealer report at a web site . 
Boyden discloses providing access to a dealer report at a web site (Boyden: paragraph 
0031j). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the system of Berent to have included the 
teachings of Boyden in order to conduct electronic commerce utilizing a standardized 
networking technique for exchanging information (Boyden: paragraph 0004). 

Referring to claim 18 . Berent further discloses a method comprising the step of 
producing a dealer result report wherein said dealer result report provides vehicle 
information and auction results for each vehicle consigned by said dealer (Berent: 
column 1, lines 56-67). 

Referring to claims 19-25 . Claims 19-25 are rejected under the same rationale 
as set forth above in clams 1-18. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew S. Gart whose telephone number is 571-273- 
3955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
May 2, 2006 



